
Fwd: Formal Request
1 message

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Greg T <gtippey@gmail.com> 
Date: Thu, Feb 3, 2022 at 11:25 PM 
Subject: Formal Request 
To: Todd Fox <shsprin@southeastern337.com> 

Dear Mr. Fox and Southeastern Board of Education, 

     This letter will serve as our formal request for our children, Griffin and Ella Tippey, to be eligible to participate in
Southeastern Athletics while being homeschooled.  As you are all aware, we are facing unprecedented times.  As parents
we have to make decisions for our children that we believe to be in their best interests.  Over the past three years, we
personally have had to make decisions we never anticipated having to make. Since making the decision to homeschool,
our children have not had the option to participate in Southeastern Athletics.  We would love to work with the Board to
establish some mutually beneficial parameters allowing homeschooled students the opportunity to participate in team
sports.  Currently, IHSA leaves this decision up to each school district per By-law 3.011.  This is a copy and paste from
the IHSA By-laws.

 HOME SCHOOL STUDENT ELIGIBILITY Q. May a student who is home schooled, participate on a high school team? A.
Yes, provided the student is enrolled at the member high school, the student is taking a minimum of twenty five (25) credit
hours of work at the member school or in a program approved by the member school, and, the student must be granted
credit for the work taken either at the member school or in a program it approved. The student must also pay applicable
tuition and fees at the member high school. (By-law 3.011)   

We would appreciate the opportunity to discuss this matter with you all.  Thank you for your time and consideration.  

Greg & Alaina Tippey  

--  
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Fwd: Updated Home School Information. 
1 message

Todd Fox <shsprin@southeastern337.com> Mon, Feb 14, 2022 at 9:19 AM

  

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: James Rapp <jrapp@srnm.com> 
Date: Thu, Jan 20, 2022 at 5:27 PM 
Subject: Re: Updated Home School Information. 
To: Todd Fox <shsprin@southeastern337.com> 
Cc: David Penn <DPenn@srnm.com> 

Todd:

 

This follows up on your email and our discussion regarding this matter.  I also discussed this with David
Penn who has had some dealings with the issue and the PRESS policies.

 

The PRESS (and your) policy provides (disregarding what is in yellow):

A nonpublic school student is eligible to participate in: (1) interscholastic competition, provided his or her
participation adheres to the regulations established by any association in which the School District
maintains a membership and, also, provided the student attends a District school for at least one-half of the
regular school day, excluding lunch  and, (2) non-athletic extracurricular activities, provided the student
attends a District school for at least one-half of the regular school day, excluding lunch. A nonpublic student
who participates in an extracurricular activity is subject to all policies, regulations, and rules that are
applicable to other participants in the activity.

David doesn’t believe it’s necessary to change your policy.  Where the lack of clarity comes in is the IHSA
statement that:

A student must attend a member school and may only represent in interscholastic competition the member
school the student attends. For purposes of this by-law, the term “attend” shall mean that the student is
enrolled at the member school, and is taking at, or under arrangements approved by the member
school, a minimum of twenty five (25) credit hours of work for which credit toward high school graduation
will be granted by the member school upon the student’s completing and passing the courses. The school
which enrolls the student shall be exclusively responsible to verify the student’s compliance with all of the
eligibility requirements of all IHSA by-laws.

The IHSA policy clearly approves actual attendance at the school district.  (My understanding from our
discussion is that 25 credit hours is effectively half time.)  What the IHSA policy adds is that the hours may
be taken “under arrangements approved by the member school.”  (This is presented and detailed further in
the IHSA material.)  This, presumably, opens the door to those who only home school but places a burden
on the school to approve and monitor the home school program.  David’s position, with which I agree, is that
although the IHSA may allow such approval, there is nothing in the PRESS policy requiring that a school
district do so or exercise this option.  This means that the District may simply decline to undertake the
responsibility of approving programs and, thereby, preclude participation by entirely home schooled
students.  In Illinois, a school district is not required to approve home school programs and, frankly,
assuming the responsibility for approval and monitoring raises lots of other issues.  Among other issues
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could well be that the school district is representing that the program will meet certain other standards such
as college entrance requirements.  (I haven’t checked but at one time I believe the Regional Superintendent
issued some certificate of completion to home schools students.)

If there was interest in modifying the policy, you could add the language highlighted in yellow.  This would
require half-time attendance in the District.  It would, essentially, remove the additional option the IHSA
allows for approved programs.  If it is the Board’s desire to make this clear, this policy change would be
worth considering. 

I would add a further comment that raises concern about the PRESS policy.  It requires that those
participating in non-athletic extracurricular activities attend the school district but then, via the IHSA, allows
another option for athletic participation.  The home school option is not provided for non-athletic
extracurricular activities.   What is the rationale for the distinction?  So, for athletics it’s OK but for the pep
band it’s not.  Although unlikely to raised by the child who wants in the pep bank, there could be equal
protection issues here.  It is troubling, too, that this authority is delegated to the IHSA.  Thus, a board
probably would be better off applying the same rule for interscholastic competition and for non-athletic
extracurricular activities rather than avail itself of the option provided by the IHSA.

I trust that this addresses your question.  If not, don’t hesitate to contact me.

James A. Rapp

Schmiedeskamp Robertson Neu & Mitchell LLP

525 Jersey

Quincy, IL  62301

Telephone: (217) 223-3030

Facsimile: (217) 223-1005

E-Mail: jrapp@srnm.com  

www.srnm.com

 

The information contained in this e-mail message is PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL, and is intended for the use of
the addressee and no one else.  If you are not the intended recipient, please do not read, distribute, reproduce or use this
e-mail message (or the attachments) and notify the sender of the mistaken transmissions.  Thank you.
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 IHSA Home School Fact Sheet 
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IHSA By-laws do not prohibit participation in interscholastic athletics by home schooled students 
at IHSA member high schools.  On the other hand, IHSA By-laws also do not mandate that 
member schools permit home schooled students to participate.  The determination of whether 
home schooled children in a given community may or may not participate on their local school’s 
interscholastic athletic and activity teams is the responsibility of the local school. 
 
IHSA By-law 3.011 includes provisions which permit interscholastic participation by home 
schooled students at their local IHSA member school, under specified conditions.  By-law 3.011 
states: 
 
A student must attend a member school and may only represent in interscholastic competition 
the member school the student attends.  For purposes of this by-law, the term “attend” shall 
mean that the student is enrolled at the member school, and is taking at, or under arrangements 
approved by the member school, a minimum of twenty five (25) credit hours of work for which 
credit toward high school graduation will be granted by the member school upon the student’s 
completing and passing the courses.  The school which enrolls the student shall be exclusively 
responsible to verify the student’s compliance with all of the eligibility requirements of all IHSA 
by-laws. 
 
Under the provisions of this by-law, any student, including one who is home schooled, must 
meet five specific requirements to be eligible for interscholastic participation: 
 
1. The student must be enrolled at the member high school; 
 
2. The student must be taking and passing a minimum of twenty five (25) credit hours of work 

(the equivalent of five .5 credit courses) at the member school or in a program approved by 
the member school on a weekly and semester basis; 

 
3. The student must be granted credit toward graduation by the member school for the work 

taken either at the member school or in a program it approved. 
 
4. The student must be in compliance with all eligibility requirements of all IHSA By-laws.  

(Residence, Transfer, Scholastic Standing, etc.) 
 
5. The student must pay applicable tuition and fees at the member high school.  Since a 

student must be earning a minimum of 2.5 credits a semester, the student must pay for 2.5 
credits worth of tuition.  For example, if tuition is $4,000 per semester and a full time student 
can earn 4 full credits per semester, the full tuition cost is $1,000 per credit.  A student 
earning 2.5 credits would pay $2500, a student earning 3 credits would pay $3000, etc. 
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